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Comments on the Critique of the Sooial Work Course 

Although we shall be meeting to discuss ma~ of the points raised 
by tb.e 2nd year social work students, I thought it might be helpful if 
I oirculated some of ~ own thoughts and comments on the critique and 
indicated the issues which I, personally, would find most useful to 
discuss. Some of these I have already d~scussed Vii th some social work 
students and tutors but it v/ould certainly be useful to discuss ,them 
f~ther in a group. However, these comments are my own and are not 
necessarily shared by the other social work teaohers or other staff in 
the department. Uonc theless, I think I can say that we all agree that 
the critique isa most useful and 'Jell set out document. We appreciate the 
time and energy needed to gather together these oomments, and while it 
may be cathartic to critioise, it needs a good deal of effort to formulate 
these cr~tioisms in suoh a conoise way! It is also an unselfish exorcise 
beoause the benefits whioh may come about from ohange's in the course arisinc 
from this ctitique will aoorue primarily to the seoond generation! It seems 
sensible to set out ~ comments in the same order as partioular problems 
~\re disoussed in the critique. 

1G Basio Eduoation in Social Soienoes. 

I t~:'L"""::: that all the tutors in Barnett House would agree that the 
iaplittingf of subjeots between terms and sometimes between years, e.go 
sooial i~stitutions, has not been suooessful. Some ohanges have already 
·::::·een made in the design of the oourse and social administration, social 
psychology and sooia1 institutions will now be taught in the first year. 
The aoademio wm':': during the 2nd year will primarily be fooussed on 
social pathology and such seminars as those on sooia1 po1ioy organized 
this ye,ar by Dr. Halsey and Mrs. Parker. In this way we hope that the 
vlOrk of the 2nd year will be I problem fooussed I and a pproaohes to this cg.!.l 
then be nade fraJ.sociologioal, psyoho10gical administrative standpoint:;:: .. 

a) Social Psyoho10gy. 

The emphasis of this paper has ohanged during the 2nd year and sociU 
;lOrk students conoentrate primarily on theories and studies of human 
behaviour vlhich inolude psyohoanalytio and empirical approaoheso The 
'Social vJOrk tutors have for~ some time recognised the diffioul ty of studyinG 
this subjeot without refe~ce,to 'nornal' behaviour, partioularly that 
of children. In the past, sooial work students have been involved.in 
~aking 'ohild studies' i.e. visiting a 'normal' family with young ohildren 
'Jver a period of months. There are however drawbaoks, to this plan. It is 
complex to arrange and time consuming for students ioe. it oould involve 
one afternoon a week, and it also means that students only observe 
development over a period of 9 months at a maximum i.e. October 'to June 
for the first year. It is doubtful whe.her it would be possible for this 
to be fitted in, together with the playgroups and partioularly during the 
~rinity Term when students are doing fieldwork. We have, however, disoussed 
the following alterations: 

1. A series of visits to day nurseries 

2. 

3. 

Visits to pre school plalgroups and more visits to nursery sohools 
(3 to 5 year age group. ) , 

A series of films iJlustrating normal child development to be 
shown in the first year and to run ooncurrently with some social 
psychology teaohing in the term before Dr. Pritohard's semil~rs~ 
Vie have already oolleoted together a number of possible films 
and these will probably be shown to first year students (the 
next 'intake' t) in the Michaelnas or Hilary Term. 

~) Social Institutions 

It is of course mcnro appropriate for Dr. M..'lrtin or Mr. Ridge to 
comment on this 0 However ~ I know they agree tha t the 8l?li tting of this 
paper "lJas a mistake and the pattern has been changed this year. It was 
ori,gin:llly intended that the a1)plied sooiology paper might be the most 
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useful for social work students but the sociology tutors eventually 
decided that as a wholo the social institutions pa:per was more sutisfactory 
and would include the suhjects concerned in the rubric for applied 
sociology. Opinions differ as to hm! 'useful it is for underlying 
approaches and concepts to be discussed before specific topics are studied. 
Some tutors think that such a theoretical approach without reference 
to particular topics would be both ~id and rather meaningless. 

c) Social Administration 

I think both Dr. Halsey- and Mrs. Parker have thought that the 
second yea:r seminars on problems of social policy hav.e be~n useful and 
I lmow this feeling has been shvxed by ma.ny students. I agree that it 
would be useful to have more seminars designed on similar lines although 
these would probably have to take place in the Trinit.y Term of the second 
ye?-r and opinions differ about how much 'orgnised l teaching there should 
be' during this term. We would be interested to have your comments on 
the Social Work and Social Action seminars which have some implications 
for social administration, social work and sociology. 

d) Social Pathology 

I have alrea~ written some comments on the teaching of the crmin­
ological aspects of social pathology and I kno~ that the students uho 
discussed thi.s with Dr. Walker have seen these" If anyone else would 
like a copy, would they please get in touch with me. I do not want to 
repeat all the points I made but I ~ould like to emphasise that it 
would not be possible to 'define an overall approach to the topic in the 
initial stages I since' social pathology must be studied from different 
standpoints, e.g. ps.ychological, sociological, etc. One aim of this 
paper is that it should draw together knowledge of particular aspects 
of the social sciences in an attempt to study particular problems. We 
never expected a ' unified concept of social pathology to emerge'. I 
don't think it existsJ Hm:ever, it ';:iould probably have been helpful 
if we could have explained this 'necessary I confusion I y:hen students 

-began to study the subject and thio '.1e rlill attempt to do in the future. 
We will also tr.r to explc:tin the rationale for inclusion of particular 
subjects and point out that there are many uhich could h~ve been inoluded 
as well, e.g. study of aopects of poverty. HQ'.'lGVCr, briefly when this 
pp.. per was planned, it l;as primarily intended to meet the needs. of 
i~tending social workers. Subjects 'i1ere chosen therefore which ~Jould 
have special relevance to their futur'IJ c~'.'.r_OQr;J _ . !- •.• ,r- • 

As I have alrea~ discussed in my comments on the cDffiinological 
teaching, I too am doubtful whether social work students find it part­
icularly helpful to share all the seminars relating' to social pathology 
with graduate social scientists, la~'Yers, etc. While I would not wish 
social vlorh: to become too parochial I think that most social work students 
have found it difficult tC contribute to discussion of a subject 
ui th which they feel unfamiliar with those who already seem f expert f 

in it. It is clearly important for some subjects to be discussed with 
lawyers and other social scientists and I think that social work students, 
and perhaps social ~orkers in general, underestimate the value of their 
practical experience of certain problems. HO.7ever, I recognise the diff­
iculty of sharing all seminars and I suggest that some of the social work 
.classes during the Hilary Term could be devoted to study of particular 
treatment· &pproache~ to certain problems, e.g. addiction, alcoholism, 
mental disorder, etc. 1&r. Ridge may also give a series of seminars during 
the last half of the second academic year in r;hich approaches to social l• 

pathology are discussed. 

I do not agree that tutorials'to oover basic facts' ~ould be a good 
plan since this type of teaching is not done economically in tutorials. 
It could also be extremely _ boring for both tutors and students. Honever, 
ib hGO bGGn sugSGstcd t~~t each speaker in the series of SGminars 'Forms of 
Deviance '. in .the Michaelmas Term, should issue El, 'Basic Facts .Paper', i. e. 
one foolscap sheet giving ess8ntiul Ih~rd data" and basic reading. 
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I agree that book lists have often been long but I have welcomed 
the fact that they are sometimes repetitious. I thought it would be 
reassuring for students to knOT; that one book could be read in con­
junction Vii th several topicsl I think we must in future make it 
clearer uhat is essenti.~~l reading, e.g. indicate important chapters of 
books, but I would be sorry if 'riG pruned the'lists tob far since many 
of the subjects included in social pathology arc intended to be useful 
to social workers for purposes other than the final examination! Hopefully, 
I think these book lists should be useful for future referenceJ 

I must apologise for some of the confusion over teaching arrang~­
ments. A1 though plans were made months in advance, we could not anti­
cipate all the problems until they actually aroseJ In addition it is 
extremely complicated to plan teaching -.:here five. or six tutors are 
involved. Since more tutors will be teaching the crminological topics 
next year, this difficulty will not disappear. I ho~~ a hO~/ever , that 
I have learnt something from last year's experience/tHat some of the 
confus~on will be avoided. Planning ~as complicated by suggesttngthat 
in some cases students should choose their tutors. For administrative 
reasons I do not think it will be possible to repeat this. 

e) Dissertation 

I think that the aims of the dissertation m~ not have been made 
sufficiently clear. While it was intended that students should have some 
experience in doing some individual and 'original! research' 
in their work in view of the imminent 'explosion' in social ~ork research, 
it was never anticipated that "valid conclusions" Ylould be reached. However, 
it is particularly important that int ending social workers mould have 
some experience of research in their Nork in view of the increasing amounts 
of information relevant to social work. I think I SJ9' most of the 
dissertations as "pilot" pilot projects. In spite of the short time 
available for the gathering of data and review of relevant literature 
~ ... al:; v":rrJ int(;rcnt~ ~:ork' hruJ been done and I think ;':,ODe student s· "tend 
to underestimate its value and the efforts that they have made. 

I certainly agree that all the social Vlork tutors need more exper­
ience in helping students design and set up projects ~'"1d ... le hope we 
have learnt some valuable lessons during this last year. It is particularly 
important not to start uith/too ambitious project. It is easier for 
projects to grow than to shrinkl H0'.7ever, the nature of this type of 
independent work means it will always involve some uncertainties and dis­
appointments hmvever careful the. preparation. Wc will certainly try 
and obtain Itmethodological" help for students who need this, although 
I would like to emphasise that the time available for work on the diss­
ertation does not mean that 'perfect designs' or valid results are 
anticipated. In many cases it is both useful and interesting to have 
reached a point where problems may be more clearly defined and further 
questions asked. 

The social work tutors agree that in future, because of the time 
available, no one person should supervise more than five or six diss­
ertations. Even so, I doub~ whether much more time could be spent on 
supervision and preparation although some students have certainly had 
more tinie than others. On average Mrs. Smethurst and I think we saw 
each student eight or nine times to discuss their dissertations and some 
students have consulted other tutors as well. Although rather exceptional, 
the planning of one student'o dissertation involved the exchange of 
approxitlately 60 letters and telephone callsl In view of the pressures 
of work during the Trinity Term perhaps it Vlould be a good plan for 
each stUdent to meet his dissertation supervisor during the summer 
vacation to finalise, as far as is possible, plans for fieldwork. 

I was interested in tho suggestion thnt some 'group dissertations' 
might be attempted and \7ould like to discuss this further with both 
students and staff, On the '\Jholc, I think four rather than six students 
would be a more viable number. However, most careful preparation would 
be -noeded since 'co-operation' in research is often extremely difficult 
and I have a horrid fea.r that the study of 'survey' having been comploted, 
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there could be major difficulties in deciding uho uas to write up 
-:'7hat 2.l1d groat care would bo needed in order 10 provent too much overlap. 
Nonetheless, I t ink this idea is worth exploring further. 

11. Professional Education 

I was impressed by the '."lay in \'1:.ich the: essential elements and 
problems in profesoional oducati')n had been grasped. Social work tutors 
arc continually diacussing many of .the topics r2.ised in the critique 
'lt/ithout having roached the 'right' or final anSTIcr. Inde:~!d, it is 
Gxtremely. doubtful that these problems \7illbe sol vod to everyone's satis­
faction in vi'3r! of the changing needs of the community and the changes 
in social vlork these demand. I think ':fO have to accopt some continuing 
tension and conflict and not necossarily see; this as dostructivo. 

~ 

I ';lould question 'i/hcther th:; social '\!ork tutors based their teaching 
on the assumption that the students know \'lhat oaDGv!ork uas 0.1 though it· 
is oertainly true that in previous yeL~s UG have not found it worth­
while to teaoh the 'content' of oasework beforo students arc actually 
in thoir field placements. In courses y:hich combine theory and practice 
thero ·;i.s nearly al1?l83s 8. hiatus between the teaching of some theory 
and some praotice. Wc hope that the Jisadvantagcs of this arc ·oub.eighcd 
by the advD..'ltages of combinod theory and praotico and it would bJ useful 
to discuss this furthGr. 

This year wc have experimented by having in the Trinity Term both 
socicl work classes and some morc; formal seminars on llfJpects of social 
Vlork theory, e.g. c~iroct work vlith cliontfJ, the use of authority,. etc. 
etc. I think thoso seminars have boen helpful although I think thaj 
somo first year students are doubtful about their value. They arc 
oertainly occasions when inforrjation :iD comElunicatod and sometimes 
disCUSSGd but they are different to the Dore informal discussion and 
exchange of information ~;hich takes place during social :lork classes. 

I am not quit . .; olear ~hi1t is meant by the comment that the social 
work tutors seom to assume that students know why they are doing oase':" 
work and that it is justified. If thio is 0. r8qucst for more teaching 
and study of empirical studies of thr) effcctivone;:;s of sooial work 
methods, thon I agroe entirely that this is important. However, ~ven 
the oomplexi ty of so much sooial YlOrk and the presont rE1thor scanty 
literature on its effccto, I think that for some time some assumptions, 
reasoned I hope, wil.l huvc to be made. Al though I de not think ethics 
can bo 'taught' I certainly agr'':G that th·ire should be more opportunity 
for disoussion of ethical i ssuos in 80ci[1l \~ork and the aosumptions on 
whioh much sooial work is based. I ';lould hope that this kind of dis­
cussion would go on informally throughout the course. The timing 
of more fornal discussions·is difficult. I think there is soma evidence 
(e.g. from participation in the social vlork and social action seminars) 
that those mor\] abstract topics arc marc readily discussed by se.cond 
year students ~lho f(}ol they have D. grasp of some of the issues involved. 
It is sometimes difficult to focI that rolatively abstract issues can 
be discussed without some practical \"iork experionce, and also there are 
always those who are bored by 'abstract' discussionl It would be interesting 
to have students' cOI!lncnts on the timing of this "teaching". 

a) Social Work Tutorials 

I fully agr:;c that it is important for some social work students to 
discuss their anxieties and stresses arising out of the process of social 
work eduoation. However, I would not like to sec this discussion as tho 
prime foous for social r~ork tutorials for several reasons: 

i) many students prcfor to 'manag8" their anxiety privately and 
succeed in doing this. 

ii) when students fool they need to discuss personal anxieties, they 
will not necessarily choose to d.o tiio -id th thoir social v:ork 
tutor. SO!!1o"-profer to discuss this vlith their Dupervisors. 
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iii) Since the social work tutors do think -that many things need to 
be taught and discussod, it is important that some social work 
tutorials should be roserved for 'teaching', although I recognise 
that some topics arc more economically and usefully discussed 
in seminars. Ho-,7cver, not every student feels able to parti­
cipate fully in seminar discusnion and may find tutorial toaching 
easier. 

I would be interested to discuss this furthor Vii th students but lIlY' 
own vim~ is that i':- a studont scorns to be progressing Vlell and coping 
with the various aspects of the course, social work tutorials should 
not be focus sed primarily on discuGsion of his or her development and 
anxieties. I would rather SCG the social work tutorial as a more 
flexible 'tool' with efforts made to gear its content to students I noeds 
both'acadomic' and personal. 

b) Social Work Classes 

It is difficult to decide on the ideal si~e for group discussion. 
I do not thinkL that 10 or 11 is necessarily too large and I have hr. .. d 
experience of some smaller groups of 6-8 students where these were 
thought to be too smallJ Availability of tutors m~ be the deciding 
factor since it is not always possible in a group of about 21 students 
for three tutors to be continuously available to teach three groups. 

I was interested in the idea that the pl~groups were thought to be 
the ideal size and to provide support for individuals. I think all the 
social work teachers would agree that the pl~groups provided ver.y 
valuable experiences for both students and tutors. However, I do not 
think discussion in them was alw~s easy and I think the support and 
cohesion achievcd was derived partly from the I tas'k l of th-:=; group 
which could not necessarily ba parallelled in groups formed primarily 
for discussion. If, as suggested, the groups changed in composition 
throughout the course I think it is unlikely that they would be ver,y 
cohesive. What certa.inly scorns important to note is the Imo~ing' 
for the pl~groups by somo of the second year students and it would be 
interesting to discuss uhether tho student groups could usefully be 
continued in some way in the second year. 

The flexibilit,y and structure of social work classes is alw~s a 
difffiult problem and it is discussed endlessly by social work tutorsl 
I certainly agree that there should be some f~eodom of choice for 
students although this does depend on students actually making choices 
and being willing to discuss their casesJ It may be that groupo should 
be less structured in the second year and I would be interested to 
discuss how students could be ~oro involved in the planning of thc 
seminars. I uould also like to discuss how clas;:>cs could be I tightened 
uplfor more attention to be given to tlcthods of socia~ work and also 
how worthwhile it is to 'teach' or discuss methods in which most students 
have little exporience, e.g. group and conununity work. 

Tho suggest.lon that thoro should be groups whore students can 
raise individual matt~rs is an interesting one (I do not think that 
T groups accurately describe what seems to be suggested). Some courses 
have these kinds of discussion groups cnd although it i3 recognised 
that in somo canes students' anxiety is increased, tho experience of 
participating in these groups iD thought to be a helpful one. The 
possiblo intrqduction of these groups raises a number of interesting points 
e.g. should they be compulsory, who s'lould lend thom, should views 
exchanged during the groups bc~ made !mown to the soCial work tutors if 
they were not directly involved in thc:J, etc.? I think we should realise 
that it is vcry likely that while these kinds of discussion groups may 
seem useful in retrospect, TIhilo they arc in progress they can give 
rise to anxiety and distress which some might rightly wish to avoid. 
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I agree with nost of che points m;~dD. Wc ccrtninly try to inform 
speakers of ground previously cov~red but this dOGS not of course 
guarantee that 0. speaker will not give some repeat performanccsJ 
It is also difficul t, in D. new series of ser.lino.rs, to !mOVI exactly 
what gr01.U1d e2.ch opoa.kor 'nill cover. I thinl: it io therefore most 
important that whenever possible c social work tutor s~ould co~e to 
seminaro so that wc can be fully aware of v/hat iD being discuDsed rule. 
\7horcvcr possible ensure continuity. I c<)rtainly agree that more stress 
could be placed on the intellectual and socip.l development of individuals, 
but g:i,'Ven the exioting pres.Juro of work I doubt if this could be included 
in any signficant way without jettisoning S080 other part of the course. 
This oight be tho right decision r.nd it ,JQuld be useful to' discuss with 
studentD whut thoy thir ..... l( could be oui tted. 

d) Settings Classes 

The ,social nork tutors have alr8ady agreed that wherevor possible the 
r sot tings' seminars shoul d run concurrently vii th the first part of the 
socond placement. 

I think the idea of summaries in the; forn of leaflets on the laVl relating 
to particular issues, e.g. housing is a good one. I \7ould like to 
discuss with the probation students the extra • settings' seminars they 
would like. I fl.gI'OC; completely that the MSW students no;:)d the opportunity 
to discuss the emotional and soci~l problcfls associated with illness 
wi th an I':~SW. I think the first year M,SW' 0 suffored both by being the 
first and being only tuo and wo will certainly try to include seminars 
for the ,fir~t yoar MSW's along the linos Duggostod. 

It is perhaps worth rJentioning that the teachipg of 'oettings' is 
a subjoct hotly and frequently dobetod by social work teachers and 
practitioners. There is considerable disagT()emont about how much should 
be taught 'in tho fiold' and in the university, how far social uork 
dop~rtncnts shoUd offor continued in oorvicc trailung for recently 
qualified sociD.l ;-;orkorD and oOInetimos, in viow of a possible "ScebohIJ. 1 

futuro, Yvhothe:r thero should ba any specific settings teaching done in 
the univeroi~. Although, I am not conplctoly SlITO about this I think 
at presont I favour the courSOG containing some 8pccific settings teaching 
but for this to be supplemcnt::.:d with 'generic' teaching, i.c. selJinars 
in v1hich studonto fron all throe stre8J1o discuss rmd compere work they 
all undertake, e.g. working in institutions, preparing reporto, working 
with volunteers etc. The t~ning of the 0 soDinaro is difficult. They 
might be best placed in the olroa~ crowded fli1ary,Term, or alternativoly, 
in the last term although thero iD sone evidence that students would 
prefer this tern to be kept as free as possible. 

e) Practical Placements 

~There is no doubt that the split week is hard to manage and the 
social work tutors have been very much a\18..rC during the laot yoaxs of 
the strains placod on students, thPir tiredness, etc. It is particularly 
'unfortunate that shortago ofplaccments and the rural areas surrounding 
Oxford Dean GO much travelling. 

We realisod that sone of the second year teaching progra..TffiTIo could 
have been botter placed in the first year and \~10 have rearranged the: 
courso this year. I believe some of the first year students now fool 
very overworked and VIe !Jay have got the balance wrong again! I woul d 
like to discuos this further. 

For many reasons this last yoar certainly seemed an extremely busy 
onc for both students and tutors. In fact moot planning of the various 
COlE oos is dono well in advance (i .• c.. months not vlceksJ) I would appraci8.tc) 
suggcstiono about how the work could be presented in a 1eso confuGed 
wD(j' and also sorao clarification of tl1£it is Ewunt by the 'logical progross.Lon' 
of subjects. 
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Given tha.t a course conbining theory and practice is seen an 
thcoretically prcforrablc it would be interesting to know if studonts 
did in fact have experience of their praqtical work adding dimensions to 
their acadeIJic work and vice versa. If they did not then the alternative 
TIould in BY vicu be rogrettable, i.e. theory learnt first in isolation 
fron practice with inevitable frustration from students wanting to 'get 
on with the job', and once in th8 field finding little opportunit.y to 
study, question ffid discuss thc basis of their work in rolation to relovunt 
theory. I would also be interested to know how the second year students 
have found this last term without any practical Vlork and what improvcocnts 
in organisation they would like to suggcst. 

f) Administration 

I agrao that somino.:L'G on orgDJlisation and administration would be better 
placed earlier in the course, although it just is not possible to have 
everything all at ancel I am rather doubtful about the use of teaching 
office procedures since these vary so much fror.l agency to agency. It 
is certaL~y most useful if each training agency C~1 issue students 
with explanations of its particular procedures. 

III.· Professional Identity 

I fully o.grce that sccial work education denan.ding as it does the 
development of solf-awareness, can be and perhups ought to be a painfw. 
process. A student who experionced no anxiety 'would probably be learning 
very littlel I believe that 8 certain amount of stress is unavoidablo 
al though SOTIW students find El. social. work course much harder than otherc. 
I think toot tutors should be ready to share thona anxieties and in 
sane cases to prompt open discussion of them although I also think that 
there are students who prefer to find other Boans of support and given 
that a student is progrossing well, ha should not feel bound to discuss 
his personal difficulties. Depending on the amount of support social 
work students need and would like I rather doubt whether social work 
tutors are the right people, or have the time ~o offer this on any 

. intensive level. 

Perhaps what concerns ~e most is that some students huve felt 
unsupported and that in finding the course inporsonal, have felt that 
the social work tutors have f2.ilc~d to make positive efforto to help 
thom. Since the strains of a social \'lork course mc·an that students 
should be supported as much as possible, I would like to diocuss ways 
in ~hich thionight bo more successfully achieved. There havo of couroe 
b. en particula.rl clifficul ties during the last two years, o. g. tho neVl 
design of the course necessitated sonc experiments in teaching and 
planning which were not all successful. The social work tutors had to 
share their uncertainty about somo matters with the students and there 
arc special strains in boing 'guinoa pigslJ Vrnile I hope that any social~ 
work course would continue to oxperinent ~ith different methods of te~ching 
etc, it is easier to do this uith the confidence which CODes from some 
exp~:riGnce • 

With the departure of Miss Stovenson some students had to change their 
tutor when this had not beon anticipated at theboginning of the course. 
Naturally this change proved r.lorc difficult for some people than others. 
However, it is likely that in future years all students uill have the 
experience of being tutored by different people. Apart from this boing 
unavoidable bocaus8 of ch.J.ngos in staffing, (which arc more common 
the larger a course beconos), thoro ar~; also 001:10 positive advants,gcs 
in having different tutors 0 What we \10ul(1 want to avoid are feelings 
of impersonality ariSing from those chnngos. 

I am particularly sorry that the arrival of nw baby and By o.bsonco 
from the department for tho second half of tho Hilary Term coincided 
wi th the laot v/.:::·.:ks of the second placcr:lOnt which arc often the most 
trying. \i.hilo not wishing to Qvoromphaoiso tho importnnce of the continued 
presence of n:ny one tutor, I om well aware that my absence was unfortunate 
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for sane otudcnts I tutor. I think th[!.t Gome fel t that because of 
my imminent departure they either could not, or felt they ought not :w 
discuss SOfile personal probloma. I think it is aloo pOSGibl;) that my 
absence may have prevented morc open, and possibly hoated diocussion 
betweon social Y/ork otudento and tutoro during the period when the 
strrdns of the COUI'GO were rloct severe. 

There arc some othor factors which urc peculiar to this first two 
yerrrs Y/hich I tink D8\Y have contributed to cm atmosphere of imperGonality 
felt by some students. During the fir~t year the social work students 
had the ti.ndivided attention of th.:ir tutors and the number of students 
in the department was half what it is now. L"Yl the Gecondyeo.r numbers 
doubled nnd noVl tutor8 wore appointed. Thio, combined \Vi th longer periodG 
away from the departm~nt during the second placement, D02illt that the 
socon~onr students would inevitably fool that the course ~d the 
department had become ~ore llnpcrsonnl. The importance of this would 
obviously be affected by the degree of support s"Cudonto experienced in 
their plnceLlents. As I have already indicated, I 8.!1 not sure that 
these difficul tics 'wculd necesoarily be decr:~ascd by the creation of 
special discussion groups but I would certainly like to explo~e this 
idea further. I would also welcome discussion of w~s in which students 
could be involved in planning and decision making in the department. 

I fully agree that there should be discussion between tutors and 
students of their social work and academic progr83s and I was under the 
impression that this was donel Certainly tutors and students seefl to 
have discu8.3ed soci2:.l Vlork rcporto, future jobs etc. quite fully during 
this last term. 

There is a conotmlt need for the rolationship b0t7l(~cn theory and practice 
to be explored and it is certcinly helpful for tutors if regular dis-
cussion ta.kes placo botwoen them a.ncl students so th.J.t particular difficulties 
can be highlighted, and if poscible, overcome. It is, ho~ever, highly 
unlikely, given the nature of socinl scienco and the developments in social 
work th~t a sense of conplete integration could bo achieved. What must 
be explored, arJ the conflicts and tensions which ncod not ncccssarily 
be destructive. Whcthc·r it is possible for Dare sub,j octe to b~ studied 
in depth ~d positive attempts nade to prepare students for teaching and 
research given the cxioting prc3sures in the course I rather doubt. 
Onc of the frightening aspects of the cri tiquc: if: th0 request for more 
of nearly ovcrythingJ Hm:;ovcr, we hopo that come students Vlill be 
interested in studying mc."!thods of social rcoearch and I would \1olcome 
tho planning and ltakll1g' of seminars by otudonts. Second year student::: 
might be involved in sone diocuosion with firot your students, e.g. 
about the runniLlg of playgroups or second year ~;tudents might combine 
in planning senlinars to di8cuss somo 'goneric' aspects 9f aocial work. 

Whilo I roalise that the uncertninties c.nd c.nxictios some students 
arc feeling m~ be both fruotrating and disappointing if they arc too 
groat, some of this is neccosa:ry if social workers arc to develop 
professionallY during their careers. In spite of possible fcolingo of 
imgediatc relief, I would be unhappy if students loft the department 
feoling fully 'trained' nnd therofore ~ithout nuch incentive to explore 
social work pract~_cc further and at gr:]ater depth. Perhaps it could be 
said that one of the ains of thG course is that questions should ba asked 
which cannot at this otngc be fully answored. The dissatisfactions of 
students InDiY Vlell indicate their high anpirutiono and ability and it is 
t 'orefore all the Dore important thut those chould not be ignored by tutors. 

It would be particularly valuable for the depurtnont and the oocial 
work tutoro if the prosent second year atudenta could return to Oxford for 
two or three iliws in about eight'1on monthc tiT!le ,!hen we could discuss in the 
light of our greater experience the deficiencios and merits of the courac 
as a preparation for social work. I hopo that it will be possible to 
plan a noetins of this kind and that many of the present students will be 
willing to shm-o their experienceD and ideas with us. 

Juliet Chccthnr:: 


